
WELCOME 
EDUCATORS & 
VOLUNTEERS!

 
Bathrooms/

Logistics 
 

   



◼  Executive Director
◼  Informal Educator of 8 

years
▪ Cincinnati Zoo
▪ Newport Aquarium
▪ Ohio River Foundation

◼ MA of Conservation 
Biology at Miami 
University

◼ Past President of USGBC 
SW Ohio

WHO RUNS DESIGN LAB?

Christen Lubbers



Emily Storm

WHO RUNS DESIGN LAB?

◼ Program Manager
◼ B.A. in Global Studies 

from Ohio University
◼ Background in 

customer service and 
technical training

◼ Avid reader, dog mom, 
Bravo! lover, foodie



Inspire awareness, 
appreciation, & improvement 
of the built environment 
through education

Design LAB: Learn + Build

- SEEK CINCY
- Construction Tours
- Recognition Awards
- Great House Tours
- Other Various Programming
- Building Challenges

- Gingerbread House Competition!



◼ Volunteers
▪ Brad Dunn – Retired Bliss
▪ Melanie Copenhaver – Champlin
▪ Mary Kate Genis – KZF Design
▪ Michelle Mahoney – Al. Neyer
▪ Mike Benkert – Emboss Design
▪ Mileek Williams - GBBN
▪ Paul Michels – Black & Veatch
▪ Rachel Hock – Schaefer 
▪ Zohet Baba Diaz - Hixson
▪ Chase Eggers - Skanska

◼ Educators
▪ Leslie Burklow – E.H. Greene
▪ Kathy Grimm – Colerain Middle School
▪ Cynthia Tisue – Covedale Elementary

DESIGN LAB COMMITTEE



◼ First half of the program is 
learning the basics and 
figuring out 
client/site/sketches

◼ Second half of the 
program is all about trying 
it out – playing with 
materials and building 
them up into 

◼ Career opportunities – 
share your experiences!

◼ Teamwork is a focus

Exposing Students to Architecture, Design, 
and Building



WHY DO WE DO DESIGN LAB?



WHY DO WE DO DESIGN LAB?



We Have So Much Fun!



THANK YOU!!

Design LAB is only made possible with your 
participation and support – THANK YOU!



What did we 
learn?Design LAB 2020







Design LAB 2024



Bi-Weekly Emails & Website links

Worksheets for Ideation and Submissions

Educator & Volunteer Resource Guide

RESOURCES



First Visit December 2023
Project Intro        January
Work Period        Jan – May
- Research, Concepts, Drawings
- Modeling & Process Documents

Material Pick-Up         February 19
Design LAB Exhibit  May 11-18
Jury Event        May 14
Awards Ceremony         May 18
Appreciation Party         Summer 2024

2024 SCHEDULE
(tentatively)



What’s Next?

• Team Assignments are going out! If you haven’t received yours 
yet, you will soon

• Reach out to your educator/volunteer as soon as possible to go 
over how you will tackle 2024

• I will continue to send out bi-weekly emails throughout the 
semester – please try to read these and let me know if you need 
support! 



Intro Visit



- Classroom logistics

- Marshmallow & 
spaghetti or 
gingerbread house 
build

- Introductions

- Pre-assessments

Priority: Get Students Excited!



Week 1: 
Introduction



- Powerpoint #1

- Set Expectations

- The Design Process

- Understanding Food 
Spaces

- Explaining your role

Priority: Layout Program & Theme



Week 2: 
Build Your Dream Home

Plan/Section/Elevation



- Worksheets

- Variations (everyone 
gets 1 loan approved 
or multiple levels)

- Explain how this 
relates to your job

Priority: Financial Literacy



- Bell Pepper (cut ahead 
of time if needed)

- Bring documents of 
projects you’re 
working on if possible

- Powerpoint available, 
but not necessary

Priority: Understand Plan/Section/Elevation



Priority: Understand Plan/Section/Elevation



Week 3: Structures & 
Spatial Awareness



- Powerpoint for 
reference, if you 
want to use it

- Very Active Lesson!

- If there is an option 
to do this in a 
larger/more open 
room - use it!

Priority: Understand Basic Building Concepts



Priority: Understand Basic Building Concepts



Week 4: Sustainable 
Building Design



- First worksheet

- Start thinking about model

- Explain how sustainability 
works in your career

- Explain why it is important 
to build with the 
environment and people in 
mind - and why anyone 
wouldn’t

Priority: Understand Sustainability in Design



Week 5:
Drawing to Scale



- No tears!

- Age-Appropriate 
introduction

Priority: Students Understand Scale 
(Enough)



Week 6: Client & Site 
Selection



- Teams should be 
decided on by now (we 
recommend 4 per 
group)

- Research-heavy section

- Trifold Material

- Explain how this process 
is similar to or differs 
from how it works in 
your career

Priority: Students Decide Site & Client



Week 7: Design Ideas



- Worksheet #2

- Decision making day

- Explain how this 
exercise relates to 
the real world - how 
does this look in 
your career?

Priority: Solidify Ideas



Week 8: 
Peer Presentations



- Revamped Jury 
Sheet to be more 
student-friendly

- Peer-reviews are an 
important part of 
this process, but can 
be done in different 
parts of the process

Priority: Practice Critiques & Presentations



Week 9-15: Modeling



Priority: BUILD!

Modeling
- Best practices
- Material Drive
- Glue/hot glue/tape
- Scissors, zip snip, etc
- Allow for mistakes!
- Fail Forward
- Let the students do the 

work



Priority: BUILD!



Reality:
19 Weeks

Week 16: 
Mini Design LAB Exhibit



- Only one model can 
represent each class

- Utilize Jury Sheet for this

- Utilize Trifolds

- Up to teacher how this 
goes - students can 
decide, other classes 
can, teachers can 
decide, etc

Priority: Choose Your Class’ Model!



- Project 
Drop Off

- Exhibit 
Opens

- Jury Event

- Exhibit
Reception

- Awards 
Ceremony

- Exhibit 
Closes 

See You at the EXHIBIT!!



◼What role should the 
volunteer and teacher 
have in the program?

◼What if the volunteer 
cannot make it?

◼What if class is 
cancelled?

◼What leads to success 
in the program?

◼What are the best & 
worst things to do in 
Design LAB?

◼What other questions 
do you have?

◼Stickers

HEAR FROM THE EXPERTS!


